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DEVON SEA FISHERIES COMMITTEE

BYELAWS

Revocation of Existing Byelaws (26th February 198)

All Byelaws heretofore in force in the Devon SesaHheérries District are
hereby revoked, provided that nothing in such ratioa shall affect any
penalty, forfeiture or punishment incurred in retpsE any offence
committed against any Byelaw so revoked.

Application (26th February 1998)

The following Byelaws shall apply to the whole acfathe Devon Sea
Fisheries District except in cases to which thevigions of Section 6
of the Sea Fisheries Regulation Act 1966 applyvideal that nothing in
these Byelaws shall apply to any person bona faterfy for sea fish or
removing shellfish for scientific purposes or ftweking or breeding
under written authority in that behalf of the Lo&&dheries Committee
signed by their Clerk and in accordance with theditions contained in
that authority.

Scallops — Close Season (12th April 2002)

1. No Person shall fish for or take any scallop frofishery on any day
before 0700 local time and after 1900 local time.

2. No Person shall remove from a fishery any scalRgctin maximus)
during the months of July, August and Septembeh gaar.

3. Notwithstanding the provision contained in paragrambove, a
limited bye-catch of 10 dozen scallops per day kéllpermitted for
vessels engaged in trawling.

4. This byelaw shall apply to any part of the Distrgthin a line drawn
on the seaward of the baselines 6 nautical mitas the baselines
from which the breadth of the territorial sea adj#do the United
kingdom is measured but shall not include that pathe District
which lies to the west of a line drawn on a beaohg43 degrees
true from Bolt Tail. For the purpose of this paggn “the baselines”
means baselines as they existed §t2Huary 1983 in accordance
with the Territorial Waters Order in Council 19665 Ilip 6452A)
as amended by the Territorial Waters (Amendmende®©in Council
1979 (1979 llip 2866).
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Definition

“Engaged in trawling” means: - The dragging of 4adeng the sea bed as
a means of catching fish.

Scallops — Methods of Fishing (20th October 20P0

1.

No person shall use in fishing for scallop any dedxcept one fitted
with a spring loaded tooth bar and with a mouthohtdoes not
exceed 85cm width overall.

Where rings are used in the construction for tih@imang bag for a
dredge, these shall not be less than 75mm meaaaresss the inside
diameter. Where net is used in the constructiom i@ftaining bag for
this dredge it shall have a minimum mesh size @hi®. No person
shall obstruct or otherwise reduce the size ofiting or net mesh of
the retaining bag by any method.

The total number of dredges used by any vessdlmbiaéxceed 12 at
any one time.

Where multiple dredges are used, the length ofatvebar, including
attachments, shall not exceed 5.18 metres.

No vessel shall use more than two tow bars at amytine.

For the purpose of this byelaw a “tow bar” shallameany pole,
bar or beam to which the dredges are attached.

Trawling in Start Bay - Prohibition (19th October 2001)

No person shall use in fishing for sea fish amdkof trawl net within an
area enclosed by the following limits: From STAROIRT Lighthouse a
line drawn 0960 for a distance of 1.66 miles, thence a line dr@2tf for
a distance of 3.15 miles, thence a line drawrf 284the bearing of the
TOR CROSS HOTEL for a distance of 3.15 miles. Tdreivard limit
shall be the low water mark. All bearings are true.
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Restrictions of Trawling in Estuaries (16th Janary 1998)

Within that portion of the Devon Sea Fisheriestiis which lies to the
landward side to:-

(@) aline drawn from Langstone Point straight acrbssestuary of the
River Exe to Orcombe Point;

(b) aline drawn from the Lucett Beacon off Shaldorefiiore straight
across the estuary of the River Teign to the lightie at Teignmouth;

(c) aline drawn from the castle know as Kingswear I@adtaight across
the estuary of the River Dart to the castle knowDartmouth
Castle;

(d) aline drawn from Splat Point straight across tmlhiry Point in the
Salcombe estuary;

(e) aline drawn from Season Point to Mouthstone Fuoittte River
Yealm estuary;

() aline drawn from Picklecombe Point to the Westard of the
breakwater and from Staddon Point to the Eastedroéthe
breakwater (Rivers Tavy, Tamar, Lyhner);

no person shall use any trawl or trammel net fhifig for sea fish.

Shellfish — Escallop (26th February 1998)

No person shall remove from a fishery any escath@asuring less
than 100mm across the broadest part of the flatshel

Shellfish — Re-deposit of (26th February 1998)

Any person who takes any shellfish, the removatioich from a fishery
is prohibited by any of the Byelaws, or the posisessr sale of which is
prohibited by or in pursuance of any Act of Parla shall forthwith re-
deposit the same without injury in the water ag asgpossible to the
place from which they were taken.
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Temporary Closure of Shellfish Beds (26th Februaryi998)

Where in the opinion of the Committee, in any fisheny bed or part of
a bed of shellfish is so severely depleted asduire temporary closure
in order to ensure recovery, or any bed or pattatf bed contains mainly
immature or undersize shellfish which in the ins¢seof the protection
and development of the fishery ought not to besfisfor the time being
or any bed of transplanted shellfish ought notedished until it has
become established, and where the bed or pariothasis been clearly

defined in notices displayed in the vicinity praliitg the removal of the
shellfish, or where the display of notices is n@qticable a notice in a
weekly newspaper circulating in the district in aelinithe shellfish bed or
part of the bed is situated, no person shall, whidebed or part thereof so
defined, take away any shellfish without the cohgéthe Committee.

For the purpose of this Byelaw the term “shellfishéans, mussels,
oysters, clams and periwinkles.

Winkles (26th February 1998)

No person shall remove from a fishery any winklaclhwill pass easily
through a gauge within a square opening of 16mnsuared over each
side of the square.

Crabs (26th February 1998)

No person shall remove from a fishery any edibtadke crab which
measures less than 140mm across the broadest plaetlzack. No person
shall remove from a fishery any edible cock craliciwimeasures less
than160mm across the broadest part of the backdaedthat this byelaw
shall not apply to any person removing any such @ascientific
purposes, or for stocking or breeding purposeseutiee written authority
of the Clerk of the Committee.

Prohibition of Netting — River Exe (19th Septemberl998)

No person shall fish for or take any sea fish othan by rod and line in
any tidal waters that lie between St James’ Wair astraight line
bearing 225 true drawn from Retreat House (Topsham) acrosRiver
Exe to the opposite shore.
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The foregoing does not prohibit the use of a lagdiat when being used
as an auxiliary to angling with rod and line.
For the purpose of this Byelaw “sea fish” meank éi§any description
found in the sea including shellfish but does notude:-

a) fish of the salmon species,

b) trout which migrate to and from the sea,

c) eels @nguilla anguilla)

Prohibition of spear Fishing in Lundy Marine Nature Reserve (26th

February 1998)

No person shall use in fishing for sea fish or lélsélany harpoon spear
or like instrument within the area designated ey $tecretary of State for
the Environment, by Order under Section 36 of thkiNfe and
Countryside act 1981, as the Lundy Island MarinuMaReserve, that is,
the area enclosed by the following limits:-

From a point 5109'N 004 42'W thence due North

to a point 5113'N 004 42'W thence due East
to a point 5113'N 004 38'W thence due South
to a point 51 09'N 004 38'W thence due West
to a point 5109'N 004 42'W.

Trawling and Netting Prohibition — part of Lundy Is land Marine
Nature Reserve (6th January 2004)

Within an area shown on the map annexed heret@acldsed by the
following limits marked thereon:-

From a point A 5309°00"N 00£41°30°'W
thence a line due North

To point B 5210°00"N 00£41'30"W
thence a line in a North/Easterly direction

To point C 5110'30"N 00£41'00"W
thence a line due North

To point D 5211'30"N 00£41'00"W

thence a line in a North/Westerly direction
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To point E 53212'00"N 00£41°30"W
thence a line due North

To point F 53212'30"N 00£41°30"W
thence a line due East

To point G 53212'30"N 00439'48"W
thence a line due South

To point H 5211'48"N 00439'48"W
thence a line in a South/South Easterly direction

To point J 5111'18"N 00439'18"W
thence a line in a East/South Easterly direction

To point K 5211'12"N 00438°'30"W
thence a line due South

To point L 5210'30"N 00438°'30"W
thence a line due East

To point M 5210'30"N 00438'00"W
thence a line due South

To point N 5209'30"N 004°38'00"W
thence a line in a South Westerly direction

To point P 5109'00"N 00439'00"W
thence a line due West

To point A

No person shall fish for sea fish or shellfish:-
a) by trawling.

b) by using any kind of tangle net or moored oedigill net except in
accordance with the written authority of the Sesh&ries Committee
signed by their Clerk and in accordance with theditions contained
in that authority.
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Potting Restrictions — Lundy Island Marine Nature Reserve (26th

February 1998)

No person shall use pots or traps or other lik&tnsents for the purpose
of capturing or storing sea fish or shellfish witdi00 metres of low water
mark around the Knoll Pins as defined by mean l@atewspring tides.

Definition of Trawling (26th February 1998)

In these Byelaws the term “trawling” includes dyety which shall be
interpreted as the towing along the sea bed ofilanice for catching fish.

Fixed Engines (27th February 2001)(To be read in conjunction with
Article 11 of Council Reg (EC) No 850/98)

For the purposes or section 6 of the Salmon aadhtwvater Fisheries Act
1975 the placing and use of fixed engines is aigbdrin the Devon Sea
Fisheries District except that no fixed engine rhayset:

1 Inany waters inshore or the specified closingdifar the following
estuaries or harbours:-

(a8) in South Devon

0] River Axe - a line joining the breakwater
270 True to the beach.

(i)  River Otter - a line drawn from Otter Ledte
Otter Paint

(i) River Exe - a line drawn from Warren Point
to Orcombe Paint.

(iv) River Teign - a line drawn from the Ness 000
True to the harbour light.

(v) River Dart - a line drawn from Combe Point to
Inner Froward Point.

(viy Salcombe - a line drawn from Splat Point to

Harbour Limbury Point.
(vii) River Avon - a line drawn from the seaward

extremity of Burgh Island 090
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True to the coast.

(viii) River Erme - a line drawn from Beacon Pwoin

(i)
)

(xi)

(@)
@

(i)
(iif)

(iv)

v)

(b)

to the seaward extremity of
Battisborough Island.

River Yealm - a line drawn from Season Point
to Mouthstone Point.
River Plym - a line drawn from the Western

end of Mountbatten Pier 000
True to Fishers Nose.

River Tamar - a line drawn from Devils Point
225 True to Wilderness Point.

in North Devon

River Lyn - a line drawn across Lynmouth
Harbour Mouth.

In the areas enclosed by the following lines withire nautical
mile of the shore as defined by the lowest astracalnide.

in South Devon

From Humble Point (East of Axe) to a point bearl'6®* True and
from Branscombe Mouth (West of Beer Head) to atpoéaring
187° True.

From Salcombe Mouth (East of Sidmouth) to a po@aring 173
True and from Torquay Harbour to a point bearin§°Iirue..
From Mewstone (East of Dartmouth) to a

point bearing 158True and from Langerstone Point (East of
Prawle Point) to a point bearing T58rue.

From Warren Point (East of Thurlestone) focént bearing 24%
True and from St Anchorite’s Rock (West of Rivent&)

To a point bearing 184True.

From Yealm Head (East of Plymouth) to a point brep@l05 True
and from Rame Head (West of Plymouth) to a poéarimg 180
True.

in North Devon



DEVON SEA FISHERIES COMMITTEE

0] From Blackchurch Rock (West of Clovelly)
to a point bearing 026'rue and from Baggy Point
to a point bearing 270'rue

(i)  From Morte Point (West of Mortehoe) to a
point bearing 275True and from Bull
Point to a point bearing 32@rue.

(i)  From Beacon Point (East of llfracombe) to a
point bearing 341 True and from Rillage
Point (East of Hele Bay) to a point bearing
3471 True.

(iv)  From Duty Point (West of Wringcliff Bay) to
a point bearing 342True and from Foreland
Point to a point bearing 000 rue.

Unless the headline of every fixed engine is tktast three metres
below the surface of the water at any state ofitieeor the fixed
engine does not prevent or interfere with the ntigreof salmon or
sea trout and permission has been given by thé Gfdhe Sea
Fisheries Committee, subject to the consent oEtingronment
Agency. Any permit shall be in writing under thendaof the Clerk
and shall be used in accordance with the condisensut in that
permit regarding the times and manner of settirgdfiengines.

(&) The maximum permitted mesh size contained in amdfengine to
which such permit refers shall be 71 millimetres;ept

(b) during the period betweeri' Dctober and F1December inclusive
the maximum mesh size may be between 90 and 9Bnmites.

3. Permits which will be valid until the followirg1® December
shall be issued by the Committee to the owneh@tioat and shall
refer to the registered number of the boat to leel irs connection
therewith. They may include conditions requiring tiolder of the
permit to submit to the Committee such informaiionegard to
catches and other data relating to fishing as tham@ittee may
require. The permit shall not be transferable.

4. For the purposes of this byelaw “fixed engina% lthe same meaning
as in the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act 1975.

10
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18 Size of Vessels (5th June 1996)

1. No vessel which exceeds 15.240 metres overall tesiggall be used
in fishing for or taking sea fish within the distriexcept:-

(i) in that part of the district within 3 miles fnobaselines
vessels exceeding 15.240 metres overall lengtindituexceeding
18.288 metres registered length may be used asalotite vessel
fished in the district prior to the Byelaw cominga force and
remains in the same ownership as 8riviarch 1989.

(ii) in that part of the district between 3 andhBes
from baselines vessels exceeding 15.240 metemiblength
may be used as long as the vessel fished in tivécdisithin the
previous 24 months prior to the Byelaw coming iftiee and
remains in the same ownership as on the date @ybaw
coming into force.

2. No vessel which exceeds 15.240 metres overaitheshall be used
for fishing or taking sea fish within the distrimless the vessel
satisfies the criteria in (i) or (ii) above an@ thessel is registered
with the Committee and has obtained a certifitatiat effect
signed by the Chief Fishery Officer of the Comestt The certificate
shall be issued without payment upon applicatiothe prescribed
form and on production of the Certificate of Réwgi®f the said
vessel as recorded in Part Il of the registerritidh Ships
established under Section 8 of the Merchant Shippict 1995.
Applications must be made within 6 months of thiaty coming
into force.

Definitions

“Overall length” means the distance in a stralgtg between the
foremost part of the bow and the aftermost pathefstern.

“Bow” includes the stem, forward bulkheads and pagmanent fixtures
thereto.

“Stern” includes the transom and any trawl rampmawk and other
permanent fixtures thereto but excludes the rudddrrudder post.

11
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“Sea fish” means fish of any description foundfia sea including
shellfish.

“The baselines” means the baselines as they exast2d' January 1983
in accordance with the Territorial Waters Orde€Cmuncil 1964 (1965
Ilip. 6452A) as amended by the Territorial Wateksmendment) Order in
Council 1979 (1979 lip 2866).

“Ownership” means as recorded in Fishing Boat Regiseld by the
Registrar of Shipping and Seamen at Cardiff.

Byelaw Prohibiting Netting in Tamar, Plym and Yedm (15th March
1990)

Notwithstanding Byelaw No. 17 no net shall bedufe taking fish in
any tidal waters inshore of the closing lines sfietiherein.

1. River Tamar (and its subsidiary estuaries)
All tidal waters inside a line drawn from Devil’'®t 225 True to
Wilderness Point.

2. River Plym

All tidal waters inside a line drawn from the west&nd of
Mountbatten Pier 000True to Fisheries Nose.

3. River Yealm

All tidal waters inside a line drawn 203 rue from Season Point to
Mouthstone Point,

Provided that this Byelaw shall not prohibit the ws:-
(a) fyke nets for taking eels, licensed by theitmment Agency;
(b) seine nets for taking salmon or sea trounkeel by the

Environment Agency,
(c) landing nets used in conjunction with rod and.line

12
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(d) seine nets with mesh size no greater than 2@mmaking sand-
eels in the area described at 3 above.

Jurisdiction (25th October 1991)

All byelaws under Section 5 of the Sea Fisherieguation Act 1966 as
read with Section 37 of the Salmon Act 1986 whidhia force in the
Devon Sea Fisheries District on 22 December 196# st apply to any
part of the sea beyond 3 nautical miles from th@318aselines. For the
purpose of the byelaw “the 1983 baselines” meamb#selines as they
existed at 25 January 1983 in accordance with drétdrial Waters
Order in Council 1964 (1965 1l p.2866).

Parts of Edible Crab (Cancer paguru} (16th February 1993)

No person shall remove from a fishery any partroédible crab (cancer
pagurus) which is detached from the carapace afriie

Pots Used For Fishing For Crustacea (ZONovember 2007)

No person shall use or cause to be used for th@oparof fishing for
Brown/ Edible CrabQancer pagurushobster Homarus gammarusr
Spider Crahbiflaja squinadodny pot of whatever material having an
entrance fitted with a soft eye unless the potastgur within a pot is
fitted with an escape gap.

Any escape gap must:

a) be located in the exterior wall of the po

b) be so designed and constructed and 6€isunt size that there may
be easily passed through it a rigid box shaped@atmch measures
84 millimetres wide by 46 millimetres high by 100llmetres long,
and

c) be fitted in such a way that the longihad axis is parallel to the base
of the pot and is located in the lowest part ofgadour as is
practically possible, other than in the bottom

For the purpose of this byelaw:-

13
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A ‘pot’ shall mean a cage or trap capable of captua crustacean.
‘Parlour’ shall mean a separate compartment wihrot.

‘Soft eye’ shall mean the entrance or entrancéldqgot or parlour which
are constructed of netting.

To facilitate the necessary modifications to ergtpots this byelaw shall
come into force 24 months following the date offaomation.

Dredging in Salcombe Estuary (25th September 189

Notwithstanding the provisions restricting the n$eredges contained in
other Devon Sea Fisheries Committee byelaws, dngdor scallops is
authorised to permit holders within that area eflevon Sea Fisheries
District within the Salcombe Estuary between a tin@wn across the
estuary from Snapes Point to Scoble Point andeadiiawn across the
estuary from Woodville Rocks to Ager Point in aatamce with the
following provisions:-

1. Annual permits will be issued by the clerk of the
Committee to applicants who are the owners of
British registered fishing vessels not exceeding
Seven metres in overall length and shall refer to
The registered fishing number of the boat to kels connection
therewith.

2. The person named on the permit shall be present
And responsible during the fishing operations.

3. Permits will be valid from 18 December to 18March
following and will require the holder of the petrto submit to the
Committee at the end of each permit period the rarmobscallops
landed.

4. The permit shall be non-transferable and shall neree property of
the Committee.

5. The maximum dredge width to be used shall be oreeme

14
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6. The maximum number of dredges to be used at anyimeeshall be
two.

7. No toothed dredges shall be used.

8. Dredges shall be hauled by hand only and no mechlkassistance is
permitted.

9. Fishing shall only take place between 0900hrs &@dhrs on
weekdays, but not during public holidays.

Harvesting of Shore Crab (18 July 2008)

For the purpose of conservation of marine resoufee$aking of shore
crab Carcinus maengss prohibited in the following areas:-

a. Inthe Exe estuary north of a line joining Stass Yacht Club Lat
50°38.8N Long 00327.00W and Parsonage Stile Laf58.99N
Long 00325.90W.

b. In the vicinity of Dawlish Warren, south of adijoining 5036.65N
Long 00326.62W and Lat 5186.62N Long 0035.74W.

Dredging in the Dart Estuary (29thSeptember 1998)

Notwithstanding the provisions restricting the o§éredges contained in
other Devon Sea Fisheries Committee byelaws, dngdgr mussels is
authorised to permit holders within that area efflevon Sea Fisheries
District which lies to the landward side of a lidiawn from the castle
known as Kingswear Castle across the estuary dRiver Dart to the
castle known as Dartmouth Castle in accordance thiHollowing
provisions:-

1. Annual permits will be issued by the Clerk of then@nittee to
applicants who are the owners of British registdigiiing vessels not
exceeding seven metres in overall length and sbf&f to the
registered fishing number of the boat to be usembimection
therewith.

15
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2. The person named on the permit shall be presentespadnsible
during the fishing operations.

3. Permits shall be valid for the periodl ®ctober to 3% March
following and will require the holder of the perrtsubmit to the
Committee at the end of each permit period the annoLmussel by
weight removed.

4. The permit shall be non-transferable and shall nertiee property of
the Committee.
5. Only one dredge will be permitted, the width of athshall not

exceed one metre.

6. Fishing shall only take place between 0800hrs a0 on
weekdays, but not during public holidays.

Protection of V-Notched Lobsters (15th Septembei998)

No person shall remove from a fishery any V-Notchedutilated
lobster of the speciddomarus gammarus

Any lobster so marked shall be returned immediatziye sea.
Definitions:

“V-Notched” means an indentation in the shape eflétter “V” made in
either of the two uropods on either side of thetredtelson of the lobster
“Mutilated lobster” means any lobster where eitbthe two uropods
adjoining the central telson of the tail fan aressimg or mutilated in such
a manner that could hide or obliterate a V-notch.

Protection of Undersize and Berried Lobsters (15 September 1998)

1. No person shall remove from a fishery any berried
Lobster, i.e. any lobster carrying any spawn attddbo the tail or
some other exterior part of the lobster, or whgmisuch a condition
as to show that, at the time when it was takemag carrying spawn
so attached.

16
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2. No person shall remove from a fishery any lobstehe species
(Homarus gammarus) which has a carapace lengtthasshat
specified in paragraph 3 below.

3.  The minimum size for lobstedémarus gammarysas measured in
accordance with paragraph 4 below shall be 87 melires in the
twenty-four months following confirmation of thigélaw and 90
millimetres thereafter.

4. Lobsters are to be measured using the carapagthland shall be
measured parallel to the mid line from the reagitifer eye socket to
the distal edge of the carapace.

Lundy "No Take Zone" (11th February 2003)

For marine environmental purposes no person shabve any sea fish
from within the following area:-

From North East Point  Lat:- 812.04N  Long:- 00440.12W
thence due east

to a point Lat:- 5112.04N  Long:- 00239.00W
thence due south

to a point Lat:- 5110.07N  Long:- 00239.00W
thence due west

to a point Lat:- 5110.07N  Long:- 00439.60W

known as Sugar Loaf
Thence in a northerly direction along the easticobkundy Island
following the contour of the highest astronomiddétto the North East
Point.

This area shall be known as the Lundy Island " IdkeTZone".

17
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River Exe — Prohibition of Netting (11" June 2009)

Not withstanding Byelaws No 12 & 17. No net shalused for taking
fish in any tidal waters enclosed by a line draw@80true from
Langstone Point to Orcombe Point at the entrantleet®iver Exe,
Devon.

Provided that this Byelaw shall not prohibit theewf :-

a) fyke nets for taking eelg\fguilla Anguilla),licensed by the
Environment Agency.

b) seine nets for taking salmon and sea trout $iedrby the
Environment Agency.

¢) landing nets used in conjunction with rod ame li

d) seine nets with a mesh no greater than 20mmmargteater
than 20 metres in total length and with a draftexateeding 3
metres for the taking of sandeefsyimodytes marinus)

18
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