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     Agenda Item 13 

Devon Sea Fisheries Committee  

Quarterly Report for the Period Ending May 2010  

General Situation                                 Deputy CFO Tim Robb ins  
 
This has been a very busy quarter for the officers and staff of Devon SFC.  The process of moving from 
a Sea Fisheries Committee (SFC) to Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority (IFCA) has 
continued with meetings in London and Brixham.  The consultation on the new boundary of the Devon 
and Severn IFCA has started and is due to be completed in mid June.  The document sets out the new 
area as well as the funding formula for the constituent authorities in the new IFCA district.  Meetings 
have been held at officer level with Devon CC to discuss the new funding arrangement and future 
working relations. 
 
During the last quarter joint patrols have continued with Marine Maritime Organisation (MMO) officers 
either using the patrol vessel for training purposes or the Tornado RIB for enforcement work in Lyme 
Bay and the South Devon Trawling and Crabbing Areas.  This work is strengthening joint working 
practices and dual training of enforcement officers from both organisations.  Several joint patrols have 
also been undertaken with Environment Agency (EA) officers looking at illegal netting and bass nursery 
area infringements.  Both the patrol vessel and the Tornado have been used and again both 
organisations benefit from this approach to enforcement through sharing resources and experience.  
Joint work with local harbour authorities has also continued and future work is planned with the Health 
and Safety Executive (HSE) to look at diving activity in the district in particular commercial diving for 
scallops. 
 
Following work by Devon SFC, the fishing industry and others it appears that Natural England (NE) is 
considering changing some of the boundary lines for the proposed Special Areas of Conservation 
(SAC's) within the district.  The mapping of features by the patrol vessel and landing data gathered by 
officers added considerable weight to the consultation response. 
 
During June officers from Devon, Cornwall and Southern SFC's will be trained in tests to determine 
whether female lobsters have been scrubbed of their eggs, which is an offence under Byelaw 27. 
Scrubbing has long been a problem and proving it has caused difficulty.  However Eastern JSFC have 
developed a method first used in America which can easily identify damage caused by scrubbing, and 
which has been proved by a successful prosecution by EJSFC.  The Department of the Environment, 
Fisheries &, Rural Affairs (DEFRA) are also interested in this work and meetings have been held with 
their shellfish policy team to look at the possibility of national legislation to ban landing berried lobster.  
A national ban on berried lobsters would also remove the defence against the Devon SFC byelaw that 
the lobsters were caught outside the district. 
 
In April a diver died whilst diving the wreck of the Maine from a local dive charter boat.  The diver failed 
to surface following a shot line dive.  His dive buddies alerted the emergency services after the man 
had been missing for a matter of minutes.  A five-hour search of the area was carried out by the 
Salcombe RNLI all-weather and inshore lifeboats and a search and rescue helicopter from RNAS 
Culdrose, which was diverted from a training exercise.  Seventeen other vessels, including many local 
fishing boats, joined in the search following a mayday call by Brixham Coastguard.  Hope Cove 
Coastguard team carried out a shoreline and visual search from high ground.  The initial search was 
called off at dusk after there was no sign of the missing diver, but a second search the following day 
discovered a body. 
 
On 15th May the Devon SFC was represented on Lundy Island at the opening of a new sea shore 
centre and the re-launch of the Lundy postage stamps.  The new centre gives information about the 
nature conservation importance of the island and the value of the No Take Zone and other fisheries 
byelaws that protect the waters around Lundy. 
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Prosecution Update 
 

��������
��	� �


����
�
����	���
�����
� �

��
����	����
��	�
��	� � ������
� � ��	��
��

���� � ������	 � 
��� � ������� �

�� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

������
 !"! � #�� � �����$%
� �

$$��
&��������
'��		���
'������ �

�!()!*)"! � �� ��

�����
�����
������'����	�
��������'�	���������+�
��	���
�
�	����,
��-��'���������

�������������) �

*�$���
 !"! � #�� � �����$%
� � � � � �

���������	��������
�����������
������������+�
���
�	����,
��

-��'�����%�������������� �

*�$���
 !"! � #�� � ��,
���
� � � � � �


�������,�������
��������� �
����
����
	���
	���		���'�	� �

����������������
�	��,��	�
� �

�������'�  �

 
 
 
Lyme Regis to Exmouth             Senior F/O W. Lawrence  
  
Two shore visits have been made to East Devon during this quarter. Again no offences have been 
detected.  However the minimum landing size of whelks has needed to be addressed. The forthcoming 
whelk survey will help to advise and put the necessary enforcement action in place. Officers from 
Southern Sea Fisheries will be working with our own to ensure good results are obtained in the east of 
the district.  Long spells of inclement weather have again affected these smaller ports and vessels. 

Lyme Regis 

The first part of this quarter saw the scallop dredger Spanish Eyes 111 E509 change over to whelk 
potting with very good returns reported during March. The vessel works in excess of 500 pots. Good 
days have seen around 90-100 35 kg. sacks being landed. The price has remained constant at around 
£580/tonne. Catches have now reduced by 50%.  

Sea Seeker E68 has continued dredging to the south and east of the closed area with returns of 
around 400 dozen scallops being taken. The vessel lands to Samways in Bridport who are paying 
between £9 and £10/kg. on the meat “cutout”.  Vessels from the west have been fishing grounds to the 
west of Portland Bill. The greater distance from their home ports has necessitated in staying on the 
ground for up to 36 hours. They either anchor at night or fish outside the 6 mile limit after 1900hr local 
time. Sea Seeker has now joined the visiting vessels west of Portland and is also staying at sea for 
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longer periods. The netter/potter Silver Spirit LK719, skippered by Alex Jones, has begun commercial 
diving for scallops 

Drumbeat and the Tornado R.I.B. (with MMO officers on board) have again carried out several 
designated patrols of the Lyme Bay area at “unsocial times” to monitor the closed area and curfew 
byelaw. No incursions or breaches have been detected. 

Beer 

Starfish were still abundant on the fishing grounds during this quarter. Dave Newton, Adbrenat E282, 
reported that during one day’s fishing he caught only 30 individual whelks from 20 pots. These had 
been shot close inshore. Further off fishing has been better and catches of up to 30x35kg. sacks taken. 
Skipper Newton has now increased his number of whelk pots from 200 to 240. 

Crab catches were very poor to begin with, and skipper Newton worked only half of his fleet and on one 
particular day he reported that he caught only 8 crabs from 22 pots. He is now working his normal fleet 
of 150 pots and yields are around  ½ kg per pot.  With the improvement in weather angling trips for the 
boats have increased. 

Axmouth 

One vessel has left the port. Shamrock E524, skippered by Jason Bartlet, has been sold to Gerald 
Statham and is now operating from Exmouth. Skipper Bartlet is now whelking from West Bay. 

Budleigh Salterton 

The two full-time vessels, Salty 1 E468 and Garn E4 are now working their full fleets of pots and 
catches of around 20-25 kg. are being taken. Lobster returns are scarce with 4 being an average catch. 
Spider crabs were seen midway through April and catches of around 15 kg. were seen. This was from 
50 pots and skipper Perkins, Salty 1, reported that he would normally have expected that amount of 
crab from 90 pots. He also reported that these catches were about a month earlier than usual. The 
appearance of mayweed has been about a month later this year due to the colder sea temperature. It 
normally starts when the temperature  reaches 9°c a nd “burns off” at 11°c.  

 

Exmouth, Dawlish, Teignmouth and Torquay                                        F/O R. Barte r  
 
Exmouth 
 
In early March Waterdance Ltd took over the recent addition to their fleet, Govenek of Ladram PZ51.  
The vessel is based in Newlyn and skippered by Phil Mitchell.  It was originally built by Macduff 
Shipyards in 1986 and was then named Fruitful Bough PD109, a seine trawler owned by James West 
of Peterhead.   A major refit and conversion by Macduff Shipyards has turned the former Fruitful Bough 
into a gill netter, which will work grounds off  the South West approaches and out into the Atlantic.  All 
the deck machinery, gallows, etc, were stripped off the vessel and replaced with a Spencer Carter 
gillnet hauler and associated deck equipment.   Other alterations included structural changes to 
accommodate the stowage of net bins, ropes and anchors. 
 
The whelking has been reported to be very poor. This is thought to have been due to the sea 
temperature, which has been a lot lower than normal due to the colder winter conditions.  During April 
the Becci of Ladram,E508 put her cuttle traps along the approaches of Exmouth ready for the forth 
coming inshore cuttlefish season.  At the end of March the Sarah Jayne BM249 took off her pelagic 
gear and switched to scallop dredges.  It was reported that at this time the majority of the Exmouth 
scallop fleet returned from working scallop grounds in Wales.  It was also reported that Pisces FD517 
and Marina BM190 fished an area to the north north west of Padstow and caught 170 bags for a 48 
hour trip.  The best haul was 200 dozen scallops.  The trawlers Emily J E123 and Flourish E11 have 
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been mainly working local grounds.  The catch comprised mostly cuttle and squid.  Cuttlefish has been 
making £1.90/kilo large and £1.50 for smalls. 
 
On Wednesday 3rd March, while working grounds in the Bristol Channel a crewman was evacuated by 
helicopter from Lerina, BM166.  The Lerina was working nine miles west of Newquay.  The 49 year old 
man was hit by a metal bar from the vessels equipment, injuring his forehead, knocking him to the deck 
with further severe injuries to his neck and lower back.  Following a medical link with the Aberdeen 
Royal Infirmary the doctor confirmed that immediate evacuation to hospital was needed.  The RAF 
rescue helicopter 122 from Valley, North Wales together with the RNLI all weather lifeboat from 
Newquay were sent to help with the transfer of the casualty.  The man was assessed then placed onto 
a spinal board before being transferred to the lifeboat and air lifted to Bangor Hospital.  The lifeboat 
remained on the scene to assist the Lerina in freeing her gear, which had fouled the propeller and 
rudder of the vessel.  She was later taken under tow to Fishguard where she was tied up for the night 
at the RNLI mooring. 
 
Teignmouth and Torquay 
 
Early in the quarter the Girl Rona TH117 switched from pelagic gear to fish for scallops on local 
grounds. The smaller inshore vessels have put their cuttle traps to sea and have been catching good 
numbers of cuttlefish.  Again prices have been high for cuttlefish nearly reaching £2.00/kilo for large.  
The inshore vessels from Torquay have been concentrating on cuttle trapping working from Torquay 
Harbour to Babbacombe Bay.  They include Saleda Blanche TH74, Boy Phillip BM40, JCK BM17, Our 
Wendy BM342, Liam John II BM11 and Danny Boys NN726.  Catches of cuttle have varied from about 
100kg to over 300kg a day.  
 
A few lobsters have been showing along the shore and prices have been generally high and at times 
been as much as £12/kg on the Brixham Market. 
 
The lower-than-normal sea temperatures have meant that some species have arrived later.  As the 
weather improved toward the end of April and early May numbers of mackerel started to show up close 
inshore.  Boy Phillip BM40 has been working hand lines for mackerel, landing its hand caught fish 
directly to Brixham Market. 
 
After an engine replacement in the early part of this year Katrina SE40, as well as Kelly Merene II 
BM454, have been scalloping on local grounds.  Scallop prices on the Brixham Market have been 
around £6 for large and £3 for smalls, with the roe being at its best at this time of  year. 
 
The trawlers have still been catching between 60-300kilos of lemon sole, depending on the size of 
vessel.  There has been a small mixture of other species to accompany the landings.  Prices have 
generally been good.  In the week prior to the Easter weekend, No. 3 Lemons were making £10/kg. 
During late April and early May the trawlers have been targeting cuttlefish in and around Torbay and 
Start Bay, which once sold is transported overland to Europe.   
 
 
Brixham to Kingswear                          F/O D. Cresswell  
 
Brixham 
 
The new market complex is progressing well and the new fridge is now open as well as most of the 
new market space. The cuttle are still being stored in the old fridge whilst the new cuttle holding area is 
prepared within the old section of the market which is currently being refurbished. Robert Fisheries, 
based within the newly constructed stores in the complex has installed shell fish tanks with a filtration 
system where live lobsters, crab and scallops can be stored. Inspections are regularly made to the 
store to measure lobsters and collect data which is part of an ongoing project looking at size of lobster 
catches taken within the district.   
 



[5] 
 

Potters 
  
Brown crab returns are poor again due to the low water temperature. Some fishing vessels have 
changed over to fishing for cuttle in and around Torbay and have had good returns.  
 
Recent gear conflict in Area 3 (South Devon Trawling and Crabbing Chart) has been reduced following 
consultation between the MMO, Devon Sea Fisheries Committee and the local fishermen involved.  
 
Trawlers 
 
All Brixham trawlers that aren’t refitting are currently chasing the cuttle around the coast as the adult 
fish are coming into spawn. Although advantageous to the fishermen, onlookers from the shore are 
calling the office concerned for the eel grass beds and the close proximity of fishing vessels to the 
shore. Although the areas of eel grass are not currently closed to trawlers there is a voluntary 
agreement to stay out of the mapped areas.  Such activity may be detrimental to the fishermen’s cause 
in the future when consideration is given to increasing statutorily protected areas. 
 
The day boats have been landing an average of 80kg of lemons as well as their cuttle landings of 40kg 
and more.  Towards the end of the quarter catches of lemons began to decline. With vessels working 
closer inshore more catches of small bass and mackerel were being landed. 
 
The FV Girl Debra E444 has recently undergone her annual refit and has now put her twin rigging gear 
on.  
 
Scallopers 
 
Brixham scallopers were seen working just outside the entrance to the harbour earlier this quarter. This 
may have been due to displacement following the closure within Lyme Bay and the depletion of other 
scallop grounds in the district. In a couple of days the scallopers working the area landed 1000 bags to 
Brixham market which is a substantial amount considering the area worked was only 2500m².  
 
When there was a break in the weather the scalloping fleet fished further towards Plymouth due to poor 
returns outside of Salcombe. The scallopers have also been working outside the crab boxes around 
Start Bay and are currently catching an average of 250 – 300 dozen scallops per trip.  
 
Beamers 
  
The fishing vessel Korenbloom LT535 has just undergone a major refit to improve her scallop sorting 
system.  It has had fitted a fully automated scallop dredge tipping system and conveyor belt. This will 
improve safety for the crew on deck and efficiency.  An extra haul per day is gained. The Korenbloom’s 
entire fin fish quota has been transferred to the FV Amber J BM226. Mr N Watson owns both vessels. 
 
Brixham Market Prices (dependant on size per kg) 
 
Bass   £10.50 - £16.50   Brill  £5.80 - £8.00 
Cod   £2.80 - £4.00    Conger £0.60 - £1.50 
Cuttle   £1.90 - £1.50    Dabs  £0.60 - £2.00 
Dover Sole £8.20 - £10.20    Red Gurnard  £0.65 - £2.00 
Escallops  £2.90 - £4.50    Whiting £0.50 - £1.50 
Tub Gurnard  £0.65 - £4.00    Lemon Sole  £3.80 - £5.50 
Monk Tails  £8.50 - £11.00    Plaice   £1.50 - £4.50  
Pollack  £1.50 - £2.80    Ling  £0.80 - £1.40 
Squid  £7.00 - £8.50    Ray Wings  £2.00 - £4.50 
Turbot  £9.00 - £15.50    John Dory £4.80 - £12.00 
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Dartmouth 
  
The smaller potting vessels working out of Dartmouth are still experiencing poor catch returns for brown 
crab.  They have reported that after hauling 300 pots they are only getting enough crab to line the 
bottom of a bongo. The few lobsters that have been caught are berried so have been returned to sea. 
From experience the fisherman believe the reason for such poor returns is due to the low temperature 
of the water and expect catch rates to increase as the water warms up later in the year. Brown crab 
prices are averaging £2.50 - £3.50/kg.  Some boats are working long lines as a means to making up 
lost revenue. Their catches are landed at Brixham.  
 
There are reports from the potters that their gear is being towed away by scallopers working near the 
potting area and within the corridor which opened for a month during the quarter. Officers have spoken 
with the fisherman concerned but this hasn’t resolved matters. Working with the MMO (Marine 
Management Organisation) more targeted patrols are planned.  
 
Officers have made a concerted effort to inspect more potting vessels to ensure they are complying 
with the new escape gap byelaw.  One potter working from Beesands has recently been cautioned and 
interviewed.  
 
Work is planned over the next few months to target shellfish landings within the district, in particular 
reported problems with lobsters being scrubbed of their eggs.  The work will also help to improve the 
Committee’s knowledge of landings within the district.  It is planned to undertake joint operations with 
the MMO in order to make more efficient use of officer time. 
  
 
Start Bay to River Avon                                    F/O N. Townsend  
 
Since 1st April there have been four visits to the Salcombe area. Shore visits were made on 28th April 
and 11th May, the Tornado was used on 14th April and an overnight visit using Drumbeat on 8th and 9th 
of April. No offences have been detected. Advice has been given to fishermen on fitting of escape gaps 
and the need to send in returns from the permitted scallop fishery. 
 
Landings and Prices 
 
The returns of shellfish during this period have been low. The fishermen do expect landings to increase 
soon and this would follow trends of previous years. A low water temperature is being blamed for a 
slow start to the season.  The catch rates for brown hen crab have been considerably lower than 1 kg 
per pot hauled. One skipper recently reported that on a recent trip, he only gathered 100 Kg of brown 
hen crab from 300 pots. Catches of lobster have also been low but are expected to improve shortly.  
 
The current price for brown crab has been fairly high due to the reduced supply to the markets.  £2/kg 
for hens and around £3/kg for cock crab have been reported recently. Prices will undoubtedly fall as 
landings increase. The low levels of landings and therefore income is a concern to many skippers as 
overheads including fuel and in particular bait are high. 
 
Escape Gaps 
 
The fishermen from the port have in most cases fitted escape gaps to the majority of their soft eye pots. 
Enforcement of the byelaw has now begun. Following an inspection of a local supplier of pots in 
Salcombe, the proprietor has agreed to fit gaps of the correct specification and position in to the pots 
offered for sale; or as an alternative, inform customers (mainly part-time fishermen) to fit gaps on pots 
that are to be set in the district.  As mentioned in a previous report, several skippers have made their 
own gaps and sizes of these have varied and some do not quite meet the criteria specified. 
Imperfections in pre-moulded gaps also have produced boarder-line escape gaps, but implementation 
of a sensible enforcement policy by Officers has been encouraged. 
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Other information 
 
Some of the fishermen have taken opportunity of the poor fishing to concentrate on maintaining vessels 
and gear. The Claire Louise SE 150 has embarked on a refit at the local boat yard (Winters). Much of 
the work will be done by the fishermen themselves to reduce costs. The vessel had been trawling for 
the opening months of this year but will shortly switch methods to target shellfish in the mid-channel 
potting zones. 
 
Working with other organisations 
 
As an initial move towards becoming an IFCA, officers are working closely with the various other 
fisheries organisations.  The MMO expect to make regular visits to Salcombe to measure landings and 
Devon Sea Fisheries officers will endeavour to assist. Inspections of this type are primarily for 
enforcement of minimum landing sizes, but can also be extended to useful scientific data collection. An 
on-going positive working relationship with Salcombe Harbour has also produced some good 
intelligence on probable illegal netting within the estuary and therefore aided the planning of 
surveillance operations intended to minimise this activity. 
 
Following inaccurate data on the value of the local potting industry highlighted by the recent SAC 
consultation, more accurate information to help inform the process was submitted. The majority of 
fishermen have been very helpful in providing data when asked. Several have stated that they now see 
the value of providing accurate returns and other information to Devon Sea Fisheries when requested. 
 
 
River Erme – Plymouth                                                                  F/O A. Whotton  
 
Plymouth market has seen over £1,000,000 of fish landed over a one month period during this quarter 
which is an encouraging sign for the port.  Many boats are landing directly to the market, along with 
large quantities of fish being overlanded to Plymouth from other ports by boats wanting to get the better 
prices commanded at the market. Buyers from all over the country are able to use the internet auction 
site and the additional competition helps to keep prices high.  During April the market traded  over 92t 
lemon sole, 20t monkfish, 32t whiting, 32t cuttle, 5t bass, 23t sole and 30t haddock and good weights 
of other species. 
 
Potting 
 
There seems to be no let up to the poor numbers of crab on the ground for the potting vessels 
operating out of Plymouth. Most of the boats have hardly bothered to venture to sea and have 
submitted nil returns on their shellfish activity forms. However, fishermen are hopeful that things will 
pick up very soon and that they will have a good summer. Most feel that the poor crabbing at present is 
due to the particularly cold winter.  Recent patrols in the area have resulted in no sightings of any 
potting vessels. Prices have been reasonable at around £2.20/kg Hens, £2.50/kg Cocks, £1.30/kg 
Spider crab and up to £15.00/kg for lobsters for those vessels that have ventured out.  
  
Scalloping 
 
There are still only two inshore vessels scalloping within the district, Petite Folie M1183 and Cornish 
Gem FH636.  Larger vessels operating outside the district, such as the Albion DS10, Silvia Bowers 
DS8, Honeybourne III PD905 and the Govenik of Ladram PZ51, have all been fishing in ICES areas 
7F, G and H and landing good quantities of shells to Plymouth. There has also been a number of 
visiting scalloping vessels including Our Miranda BM27, Olivia Jean TN35 and George Lou N TN38. 
 
Trawlers 
  
Trawlers operating from Plymouth have continued to land good quantities of lemon sole along with 
large quantities of whiting, megrim, haddock and pollack. Plymouth market has also seen very large 
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quantities of black bream landed over recent weeks. The trawling fleet is very healthy at present and 
Plymouth market has traded in generous quantities of trawl caught fish by vessels such as Zaranathax 
WH707, Ocean Star FR894, Emily J E123, Kingfisher DH10, Flourish E11, Copious FY37 and the 
Palatine FY149.  A Lymington vessel is also fishing this way due to quota.  
 
Beam Trawling 
 
The beam trawlers operating out of Plymouth continue to land plenty of lemon sole.  Cuttle fish has 
recently started to show but has not yet reached significant quantities. The Carhelmar BM23 and the 
Margaret of Ladram E88 have been fishing in 7F and landing in Newlyn. The Admiral Gordon PH330, 
Admiral Blake Ph440 and Admiral Grenville Ph550 continue to land in Plymouth. 
 
Netting 
 
It has been a poor quarter for the netting fleet in Plymouth with disappointing catches. One new 
addition has been an under 10m netter Our Thomas PH995. One of the smaller Dory’s operating nets 
in the rivers around Plymouth has in the past been implicated in illegal activity and has had fish 
confiscated by the police.  It will be monitored closely in the coming months. It has recently been noted 
whilst undertaking boardings of some netters that they are unaware of the ban on the landing of 
undulate ray. This will be monitored through market inspections and routine boardings.  
 
Key species average prices 
 
Sole - £8.16,  Lemon Sole - £3.63,  Plaice - £1.62,  Whiting - £1.12,  Monkfish - £8.97,  Haddock - 
£1.70,  Cuttle - £1.90.  
 
River Yealm 
 
Regular visits to the river Yealm by boat and shore patrols continue. The Yealm Estuary Management 
meeting was also attended during April. There are currently no issues reported, although surveillance  
will be stepped up during the summer months when illegal bass fishing activity is often reported. 
 
 
 
North Devon                                        CFO  K. Bowe r 
 
The surveys for the Atlantic Array wind farm are progressing well with the assistance of fishermen who 
undertook to charter their boats to the developers.  Fish larval surveys have taken place and a traffic 
monitoring survey has been undertaken. Ground surveys have also been undertaken when fishermen 
were requested to move whelk pots to facilitate access by the survey vessel. 
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John Butterwith, Chief Executive of the North Devon Fishermen’s Association, has been very helpful in 
co-ordinating activates between survey vessels and the fishing industry and has kept all involved fully 
informed with regular notices to mariners. 
 
During these operations a wave rider buoy broke loose from its mooring and has been lost and it is also 
understood that a £100k piece of sonar equipment has been lost from a specialist survey vessel. Both 
these items could cause problems to fishing vessels if fouled by fishing gear. 
  
It is understood that the supply cables from the wind farm, to be buried 1 metre deep, will run across 
Barnstaple Bay and come ashore via the disused sewage pipe at Cornborough to eventually connect 
into the national grid at Abbotsham.   
 
The North Devon Fishermen’s Association is going from strength to strength.  Ocean Fish, Riddlers, Fal 
Fish, Waterdance and Bideford Fisheries are all subscribing members and the North Devon Biosphere 
Reserve is also supportive of the conservation work the NDFA is involved in. 
 
Clovelly 
 
Potting for the summer season started in late April with the majority of pots being taken to sea prior to 
the water temperature increasing to the point when lobsters begin to feed. The first landings were put 
ashore early in May.  The water was slow in warming this year and was only at 100 whereas the 
optimum temperature for taking lobster is around the 120 mark. Landings at Clovelly are sold to the 
local restaurant trade and to Camel Fish at Padstow. 
 
Gear not yet taken to sea was inspected and escape gaps were fitted in compliance of byelaw 22 
 
Fishermen have reported that the area around Hartland Point is full of pots and there is little room left 
for some of the smaller boats, who have been late putting gear to sea, to find areas in which to shoot. 
The good news is that fishermen are reporting the presence of substantial numbers of berried lobster 
on the ground. 
 
Appledore 
 
At the end of April returns from the trawling fleet were so poor that boats remained in port as it was 
uneconomical to be at sea.  
 
At this time of year the local boats usually target ray but unfortunately this season ray is scarce. 
Fishermen attribute this dearth to the activity of Belgian trawlers working to the south west of the local 
grounds and to the activity of seismic surveys being undertaken for the Atlantic Array wind farm.  At 
least one boat moved to Newlyn to try her luck. 
 
Here again pots being made ready for sea were inspected and advice was given on the fitting of 
escape gaps. 
 
Ilfracombe 
 
Local boats capitalised this spring on crab, lobster and whelk. Some of the whelk gear has needed to 
be moved in order to facilitate the various surveys which are taking place on the muddy ground where 
the whelkers work but no reports of loss of catch have been received. 
 
Pots made ready for sea were noted to have escape gaps fitted in the correct manner 
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Lymouth 
 
The two fishermen who work from the port had the majority of their gear at sea at the end on April. 
Early indications were that the lobster fishery is buoyant and the few over-wintered lobsters being 
landed were of excellent quality. Here also fishermen reported the presence on the ground of 
substantial amounts of berried lobster. 
 
Hartland Point Lighthouse 
 
Cllr Alison Boyle has made a strong case for the retention of Hartland Point Lighthouse.  Through her 
efforts Devon County Council made a presentation to Trinity House which was well received. As a 
result it has been decided that the lighthouse will remain in service with a reduced beam of 8 miles 
instead of the current 25 miles. This reflects the use for safe navigation by local small vessels.  
 
 
Mariculture/ Environment                                             F/O S.Clark  
    
Shellfish Managers Conference, Kings Lynn 
 
The meeting was attended at the end of March.  It was a very useful and informative conference and 
also included the Technical Advisory Group meeting where access to information, SFC/IFCA training 
needs and protocols and practices were discussed. A talk was given by a member of Defra’s Shellfish 
Policy Team which highlighted future management of Brown Crab and Lobster fisheries as well as 
scallop fishery management and an update on several and regulating orders. A presentation on Sussex 
SFC whelk fisheries was given which included work being undertaken on investigating the size of 
whelks at sexual maturity. This work may provide valuable information to assess the future 
management of whelk fisheries within Devon and for future byelaw making purposes.  Appropriate 
Assessments and cockle fisheries in the Wash were discussed and Northumberland SFC gave a 
presentation on the introduction of the pot limitation scheme in their district. For the first time some 
finfish management work was presented. Devon SFC officers gave presentations on the code of 
conduct developed for crab tiling in Devon and on experiences with the MCZ process and Finding 
Sanctuary. Much of the second day was devoted to fisheries sustainability and habitat, sea bed and 
fishing effort mapping.  
 
Cresh Project  
 
In April several days were spent working with Plymouth University PhD and MSc students, as well as 
Dominic Flint and Rick Parker of Offshore Adventure. Three different types of cuttle egg collecting 
systems were produced: a ladder system with upright ropes attached to bottom and top ropes; old 
cuttlefish pots with the lures and doors removed; and artificial sea grass mats made from oyster bags 
and green ribbon.  Two identical sets were made and these were placed in Babbacombe Bay on 20th 
April. Monitoring of the collectors is currently being undertaken by the University of Plymouth. To date 
some eggs have been laid on the artificial habitat. 
 
Lobster Fishery Management 
 
The Lundy Island MCZ Advisory Group meeting was attended and an update of the tagging programme 
was given. The data so far is showing low level spillover of lobsters from the No Take Zone into the 
surrounding fishery but due to a fault with the streamer tags employed in 2009 a low recapture rate was 
recorded for this year.  It was agreed that further tagging should be carried out to evaluate the level of 
spillover and also to investigate lobster larval production around Lundy Island using larval collectors. 
 
The SAGB Crustacea Committee meeting was attended and a summary of the results from Lobster 
Health/Disease analysis was given. From in-depth analysis, culturing bacteria found in the haemolymph 
from 400 lobsters and gene sequence analysis, less than 1% of the samples indicated the possible 
presence of Aerococcus viridans the bacteria associated with Gaffkaemia.  It was recommended that 
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further investigations should be carried out.  During the meeting the University of Swansea discussed 
‘SUSFISH’ an EU Interreg project they were involved in relating to diseases in crab and lobster 
populations in the Bristol Channel.   Further discussions have taken place with the university to develop 
joint working with Devon SFC on crab and lobster populations around Lundy Island.  On 12th May a 
survey was undertaken with DSFC and Swansea University in the NTZ and around Lundy Island.  
DSFC tagging of lobsters took place during this survey using a T-bar anchor tag. A second survey is 
planned for June/July. 
 
This quarter saw the commencement of a data gathering exercise to investigate the relationship 
between lobster carapace length and weight. The information gathered may be useful in the future to 
develop lobster fishery management measures. All lobsters seen on Brixham market were weighed and 
measured.  Measurement of lobsters held in a fish merchant's store tanks was also carried out on 
several occasions.  This work is ongoing and will be reported on later in the year. 
 
Teign Estuary  
 
A meeting was held with the members of the River Teign Bait Collector’s Association, David Rowe and 
River Teign shellfishermen, Barry and Matthew Sessions, to discuss the relocation of some of the crab 
tiles on the north bank of the Teign estuary at Salcombe Dip. Damage to the tiles had been incurred 
due to the mussel dredging activity within the Teign Regulating Order Area.  An agreement was made 
between all parties that some tiles would be relocated and the area would be marked off to avoid any 
future conflicts. 
 
Salcombe Estuary 
 
Scallop returns for the 2009 - 2010 Salcombe Scallop Fishery were received at the end of April. In total 
13 permits were issued.  However, from both the scallop returns and personal communication with the 
fishermen, the number of days fishing was significantly less than last year and previous years.  In total 
only 78 fishing days were undertaken by the fishermen compared to 143 in 2008-2009.  This was due 
to a variety of reasons.  Some fishermen suffered injury and illness and were only able to work within 
the fishery for a few days. Other reasons included the current financial situation as many of the 
fishermen had taken opportunities to work elsewhere for much of the winter period. The ‘catch per days 
fished’ was very similar to last year which indicates the fishery is fairly stable and with less fishing this 
year the fishery will have had something of a break.   
 

Salcombe Estuary Scallop Fishery 

  
2005-
2006 

2006-
2007 

2007-
2008 

2008-
2009 

2009-
2010 

Number of Permits issued 13 17 13 15 13 
Days Fishing 119 162 156 143 80 
Total Retained (Doz) 1794.90 1996.57 1488.50 1664.89 907.42 
Undersized returns (Doz) 380.75 250.28 252.66 241.01 122.75 
Returns as %age of total 
catch 21.21 13.33 14.51 12.64 11.85 
Mean catch (doz) per day 
fished 15.08 12.32 9.54 11.64 11.34 
      

 
Tagging of undersized scallops took place on three separate days in February and March 2009.  In 
total 589 juvenile scallops were tagged (using 8mm x 4mm glue-on numbered tags), measured and 
returned to the fishery.  Only thirteen tagged scallops were recaptured in 2010 by two fishermen which 
gives a percentage of scallops recaptured of 2.2%.   All scallops recaptured had shown growth ranging 
from 3mm to 35mm over the 12-14months since they had been released back into the estuary in 2009, 
although recapture data showed that they had not moved very far from their point of release.  All re-
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caught scallops had reached the minimum landing size of 100mm and 11 of the 13 had increased in 
size to greater than 110mm which is the voluntary landing size the Salcombe Scallop Association had 
implemented.  Salcombe scallops were reaching good prices on the market: large were £10.20 doz; 
mediums £8.20 dozen; and smalls were reaching £6.80.  Some fishermen had found markets across 
the country for Salcombe Scallop and these have reached good prices and had fantastic feedback on 
the quality of the fish. 
 
Dart Estuary 
 
Water quality this quarter has been very good.  Results of shellfish sampling on 27th April 2010 were 
excellent with the Waddeton mussels achieving Class A status together with oysters at Higher Gurrow 
and oysters and mussels at Sandridge Boathouse.  Flat Owers achieved Class B E.Coli for mussels 
and oysters.  George Condon, shellfisherman on the Dart, is looking to expand his operation with one 
further site within the Waddeton Regulating Order and one further downstream.  A sanitary survey was 
undertaken by Cefas and a draft report was produced in April 2010.  The site within the Waddeton 
Order will be covered by sampling at Higher Gurrow.  
 
Yealm Estuary 
 
The Yealm Estuary Forum was attended in April.  Fishery aspects highlighted in the meeting related to 
the continuation of juvenile bass monitoring this summer.  CEFAS have produced a bass monitoring 
protocol and a programme is being developed for several estuaries in Devon.  Work on the Yealm will 
be in partnership with one of the fundus owners. 
 
Exe Estuary 
 
The Exe Estuary cockle survey, which commenced in May 2009, was completed this quarter. The final 
survey was undertaken in April 2010 as part of the appropriate assessment required by Natural 
England to assess the impacts of the removal of cockles using an elevator/ harvester on the features of 
the SPA. Currently the data from all four surveys and the initial baseline survey is being assimilated 
and a final report will be produced and presented to Natural England in June 2010. 
 

Angling                                 F/O R. Barter  

In the early part of this year charter boats were taking groups of anglers to mid-channel wrecks.  This 
had produced good sport and good numbers of pollack and ling were showing up. 

As the weather improved during April both charter and private angling boats fished the Skerries for 
plaice.  Good numbers have been caught, with visiting anglers coming from all over the country to fish 
the Banks.  In early May the easterly winds made it awkward for the charter boat skippers to plan their 
trips too far in advance.  

The charter boats have been catching between 25-60 plaice a trip depending on the conditions and 
number of anglers onboard.   Saturday 24th and Sunday 25th of April saw the Dartmouth Annual Plaice 
Festival.  The winning fish was 3lb 9oz and was caught by Mark Hanley and second place was taken 
by John Phillips, a visiting angler from Wales, fishing aboard Dave Harrison’s ‘Gemini’ out of 
Dartmouth.  The best plaice caught so far this year has been a fish weighing over 5lb in weight and that 
was caught aboard Ian Noble’s ‘Samuel Irvin 3’ also operating out of Dartmouth. 

 Several turbot have also been caught, a couple well into double figures.  A 27lb fish was caught from a 
private boat and another 17lb fish was caught aboard ‘Anne Clare’ skippered and owned by Kevin Tate 
out of Torquay.  An Anger fish between 5-6lb in weight has also been caught. 
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Patrol Vessel Activity                                                                                      Senior F/O W. Lawrence 

The scheduled mapping of Bigbury Bay was carried out on Thursday 8th and Friday 9th April. The patrol 
vessel stayed in Salcombe overnight to maximise the time on the ground. A detailed Olex survey was 
carried out in a parrallel search pattern with transits made every 200 metres over  a length of 
approximately 6 miles. The resulting bathymetry showed the area to be featureless. In addition over 30 
video drops were made, both inshore around the reefs and offshore in the olexed area. The reefs were 
seen to be still pristine. 

The sea patrols with the MMO were for “Searider” training and Dutch flyshooters were the main targets. 
These were found close to the southwest end of the Traffic Seperation Scheme close to the Channel 
Light Vessel. Devon Sea Fisheries officers assisted in the boardings. 

A group of 4 submariners from the Royal Navy joined the patrol vessel for a fishing gear advisory day 
on Tuesday 4th May. The patrol vessel was slipped on Friday 14th May and will be launched again on 
Thursday 27th May. 
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F.P.V. Drumbeat of Devon 2010  

Month  Days Nights  Hours  Distance  Sightings  Boardings  
Jan 7 2 73 492 104 12 
Feb 2  11 96 16 1 
Mar 3  26.5 254 40 6 
April 9 3 89 645 117 6 
Total 21 5 199.5 1487 277 25 
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